BERLIN                               41
and stand-offish. At all times he resented the slightest deviation from the strictest Court etiquette on the part of others.
The Crown Princess was then, as always, British to her finger-tips, and made no secret of the superiority she attributed to her Mother Country over any other. She emphasized these feelings to a degree wanting, perhaps, in tact, and her German children retaliated by " drawing her " whenever they could.
Thus, for instance, on one occasion at five-o'clock tea Walter remembers the two Princesses, then girls of twelve and fifteen, dipping their cake into their tea-cups, with the obvious intention of annoying her. The Crown Princess rose to the bait like a fish to a fly. " Now stop that, children ! " she cried, " none of your nasty German habits at my table ! "
Poor woman! She remained English in the midst of her German surroundings. She continually chafed at the rigid formalities of the Prussian capital. How much better one understands now all that she must have suffered in the process of being " Prussianized " ! Not that the process was ever really accomplished in her case, for when she died she left a request that she might be buried wrapped in the Union Jack.
But apart from frequent conflicts with her son, whose intolerant spirit could never barook her control even as a boy, her married life was a very happy one. She adored her husband. Germany might have been a very different country if it had expanded on the broad cultured lines followed by the Emperor Frederick and his English Consort.
Tfoe Emperor Frederick1 was a man of charming
1 The Emperor Frederick, father of the ex-Kaiser, reigned from March 9 to June i$, ifi&S. ' '               ...BERLIN                               41
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